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L O G L I N E

An 80’s small town girl lands a job at a 

high-end department store in the heart of  Dallas, 

and navigates through a Wonderland 

of  shallow beauty, fake glamour, and deep personal  

secrets, all while having the time of  her life.



It’s the 1980’s and Winfield’s department store is the Mecca for 
Dallas fashion. Where the city’s elite women and men, flock to its 
undisputed premiere Cosmetic department that promises a better 
version of  themselves.  

And no one is better at selling the dream of  youth and beauty, 
than Winfield’s vivacious salespeople, hand picked for their stylish 
looks and unmatched skills. From the 
outside, they represent the Pygmalion 
ideal these fickle, affluent shoppers 
seek. But from behind the counter, 
their lives are far from perfect.

This is where we find young Chelsey Bennett, Winfield’s newest 
hire, who on the night of  her 18th birthday, snuck out of  her  
parent’s rundown double-wide, leaving west Texas behind in 
search of  a better life.

What she discovers is another World.

S Y N O P S I S



Kiernan Shipka

Sophia Lillis

Chloë Grace Moretz

Elsie Fisher

Chelsey is the new girl in the cosmetics department. Born and 

raised in Abilene, Texas, Chelsey is an only child of  an abusive 

step-father and a mean spirited mother. Despite her upbringing, 

or because of  it, Chelsey developed into an optimistic, smart 

young woman, dreaming only of  getting out of  her parent’s 

mobile home. She’s a straight A student, who saved her Candy 

Striper money, and got herself  a 1977 Dodge Aspen. On her 

18th birthday, with a scholarship to the University of  Texas at  

Arlington in one hand and car keys in the other, she got the 

heck out. She’s a natural Texas beauty with a heart of  gold. 

But make no mistake, she’s a survivor, and Dallas will test her 

resolve as she steps into this strange wonderland of  vanity. 

C H E L S E Y 

B E N N E T T 
-  M A I N  C H A R A C T E R  -



M ary is a Floor Supervisor, and a native 

Houstonite from a “new money” suburb. Dad 

works in big oil. Mom makes his cocktails.      

   It’s a world where you get a new Camaro

          on your 16th birthday, and a Rolex when 

you graduate high school. Her older broth-

er and sister still live in that world. Mary 

does not. A trouble maker from any ear-

ly age, in high school she moved on to boys, 

dance clubs and drugs. But on the day she 

woke with her head in a fireplace and tobac-

co tasting vomit in her mouth, she learned  

her lesson. Smart and alive is better than dumb 

and dead. Mary now strives to be a kind, 

compassionate ex-narcissist. Or so she hopes.

Melissa Barrera

Alexa Demie 

Rachel Zegler 

Jessica Henwick

MARY PEREZ
m a i n  c h a r a c t e r 



J acqui is a strong  willed, dynamic African American woman 
from the Detroit projects. She never knew her dad. Her mom is a 
drug addict. Her brother, a gang banger. After stealing money from 
him one night, she got on a bus out of  town, re-imagining her life’s 
trajectory. So, when the bus stopped in Dallas, she applied her best 
makeup, slipped on a slender black dress and marched right into  
Winfield’s. With her exotic black beauty and supreme people skills, she 
has ruled cosmetics from that day on. Recently promoted to VP Head 
of  Cosmetics, she is the benevolent Queen over all she surveys, and she 
will keep it that way. But she has a secret, one that only a few people 
on earth know.  When she got on the bus in Detroit, she was Jerome.

Samantha Logan

Sasheer Zamata

Zainab Johnson

Ann Ogbomo

JACQUI 
DEES 

•  MAIN CHARACTER •



L isa works in Appliances, which is fitting because she comes from  

generations of  assembly line workers in Indiana. Mechanical things just 

appeal to her. Back home, manufacturing has taken a dive and many 

of  her family and friends have been on the unemployment line. Her 

parents have survived several rounds of  layoffs, but the hatchet 

keeps getting closer.  She considers herself  a “recovering” Catholic,  

but in times like these, she’ll take a little sip of  faith to get by. Sixteen 

months ago, she struck out for the booming Sunbelt and has been  

in Dallas ever since. Still good-natured, Lisa sends all the money she 

can to her family, which results in a problem for her - not enough  

to live on. Guided by the dream of  her family joining her in this Lone 

Star land of  opportunity, she’s starting to believe it might all work out.

Ariel Winter

Katherine Langford

Billie Lourd

Molly Gordon

Lisa Abrams
MAIN CHARACTER



RECURRING 
CHARACTER

Dallas, Texas. 

@

@
@

@

THE 1980’S. A decade known for decadence, greed and fun.  

The rise of  the yuppies and preppies, New Wave and Rap. The age 

of  “me first,” and “you are what you wear.” It was when Americans 

learned to consume, coveting designer labels and luxury brands.  

The “baby” Benz Mercedes and the 318i BMWs - AKA Beemers, 

hogged the roads and crowded shopping mall parking lots. Filling  

people’s shopping bags, were Calvin Kleins and Ralph Lauren Polos. 

The scent in the air was Giorgio Beverly Hills, Opium and Drakkar Noir.

PUTTING ITS OWN RHINESTONE SHINE 
ON THE 80’S WAS Dallas, Texas.

It’s the city that gave the world big hair and fancy boots. Where Oil  

Tycoons lived like royalty and Ranchers had domains the size of   

kingdoms. Rough around the edges and sophisticated in the middle,  

Big D was a city on the rise. What follows is a list of  Dallas icons that 

would flavor the world of  Gift With Purchase. Once we establish Dallas 

then we use it as the story dictates. Having lived there in the 80’s,  

we know first hand the role this city can play. 



1. Dallas, the TV show. 
As one of  the most popular TV shows of  
all-time, the eyes of  the world were literally 
upon Dallas, TX.  Everyone was asking, 
“who shot JR?”  The stars of  the show 
quickly became household names.  And, if  
there was a glimpse of  any these celebrities 
around town, it made the news. 
Even TV Superstars have to go  
shopping, and when they do, they go 
to Winfield’s. 

2. The Stark Club.
It was a dance club designed by 
French design hero, Phillipe Starck. 
No expense was spared. Even the 
crystal champagne glasses were chosen 
based on the sound they made when 
shattering on the floor. The Starck club 
became ground zero for the rise in the 
club-drug Ecstasy, and the Rave EDM 
culture. What Studio 54 was to the 
70s, The Starck club was to the 80s.
Once in a while, when the moon 
is right and paychecks are cashed, 
Chelsey and her friends storm 
the gates of this temple. 

3. Neiman-Marcus
The world famous Dallas department 
store. Where their Christmas catalog 
featured decadent gifts such as his-and-
hers Rolls Royces, a $7 million solar 
yacht, and a rose gold private jet.
In our version of history,  
Neiman-Marcus is the second  
greatest store in Dallas.  
Winfield’s reigns as king.

4. The Dallas Cowboy Cheerleaders
The only sports figures more popular 
and famous then the legendary Dallas 
Cowboys, are their cheerleaders.  
In our world, who do many of the  
Dallas Cowboys Cheerleaders 
trust for makeup? Chelsey and the 
staff at the cosmetics counter in 
Winfield’s. And when they arrive, it 
always causes a scene.

R E C U R R I N G  C H A R A C T E R - D A L L A S , T E X A S



Ep 1 (Pilot) - Earn Your Smock
It’s Christmas time at Winfield’s and on her 
first day, Chelsey impresses the crew with  
perfectly organizing a forgotten mess of  a  
storage closet, earning her place at the coveted 
cosmetics counter. The next day,  Jacqui  
takes Chelsey under her wing and Chelsey 
quickly shows her skills with a tough customer.  
At lunch, Mary reveals more about the world 

Chelsey has stepped into.  Later, a beautiful  
celebrity surprises Chelsey.  At closing 
time, Heather and her giant-drunk-cow-

boy-pro-wrestler husband go Christmas 
“shopping,” while Lisa discovers 

something touching in the closet.

Ep 2 - A Gay Old Time
The Dallas Cowboy Cheerleaders hold a charity event  

at the mall, causing quite a stir. Timothy returns proving  
why he’s a star at Winfield’s.  Jacqui quiets a Sorority girl  
kerfuffle. Chelsey spooks the handsome Scott Rooker, while 
Santa Clause slips down Mary’s chimney again.

  Ep 3 - AKA Hell on Earth
It’s Black Friday, an apocalyptic day of  retail, and the  

  ladies are swarmed by over zealous customers with 
   wads of  cash.  In the chaos, Paula turns on Chelsey, the 
  “college girl, with no responsibilities and the perfect 
    complexion!” Lisa proves she is the Bitch Whisperer.

      Ep 4 - Come Out With Your Pants Up
       Jacqui and Mary help a stressed Chelsey ace her  
       finals, celebrating with shakes at Arby’s. An incognito 

shopper stops in for makeup, while Timothy sneaks out of   
the closet. Scott returns just in time as 
Chelsey gets nabbed for shoplifting, setting 

up a showdown with Calvin. 



Ep 5 - Don’t Mind if I Do
Debra asks Chelsey to fill in as a personal shopper for  
a well to do woman and her spoiled twin daughters.  
The mom encourages Chelsey to have her first  
glass of  champagne, and her second, and  
her a third. Now, a tipsy Chelsey must work late  
during the store’s “Invitation Only” Christmas  
shopping event. 

Ep 6 - Face Down
Majesty’s International Head of  Makeovers  
arrives drawing a crowd.  But a Pink Eye outbreak 
spoils the day, pushing Debra, the Winfield’s  
store manager, to have a meltdown in the closet.  
Heather and Lisa have a heated discussion over  
the Man upstairs. To blow off  steam, Chelsey and  
the ladies hit the Stark Club, and hit it hard. Chelsey  
meets an intriguing man who causes her to suspect 
something about Jacqui.

       Ep 7 - Enter Jacqui
         Detroit, four years ago.  Jerome, a young, tall, thin, 
   black man, attempts to protect his sister from  
their older brother and his criminal ways.  After Jerome
knocks out his brother, their sister encourages Jerome 
  to leave for few days, until things calm down. Jerome 
      gets on a bus and doesn’t get off  until he sees a  
          Winfield’s billboard in Dallas. When he leaves the 
            bus station, he leaves Jerome behind.

                 Ep 8 - The Christmas Bash
                 The notorious Winfield family hosts the company’s 
                holiday party at the ornate Adolphus Hotel.   
             No expense is spared; steak, sushi, and  
          expensive wine. Cocaine for desert anyone? It’s all fun 
and games until the ice sculpture flies out a window.  Two drunk 
valets don’t take Mary’s “No” for an answer, but Scott saves the 
day. Chelsey gives Lisa her bonus check.



Ep 9 - So This is Christmas
It’s Chelsey’s first Christmas away from home, but home comes to Dallas.  
Meanwhile, Mary frets about going to Houston with her daughter, as her family 
has not been very accepting of  her situation. Paula’s dad gets worse, and Randy 
grieves when he realizes there is no Santa Claus.

Ep 10 - So Long Year of the Pig
Paula comes to grips with her pain, as Chelsey’s temp position 
comes to an end. Or does it? Calvin confronts Heather’s  
secret suffering, willing to do anything to help her,  
anything. Suddenly, Mary gets a surprise visit; the 
Houston Oiler. During the big night, Scott and 
Chelsey find themselves alone, together, and cap 
the night with a kiss.



				          The idea for Gift With Purchase came 	
				          to Bryan after listening to his wife’s  
colorful adventures in the early 80’s, working at high-end cosmetic counters 
while putting herself  through college. At the same time, Bryan was  
earning a degree in graphic design, before pursuing a career in advertising.  
As a Creative Director for the largest agency in Austin, TX, he has  
co-created many award-winning TV campaigns for brands like; Zales, 
Southwest Airlines, AT&T, and Wal-Mart, to name a few. Bryan’s  
favorite part of  his job was his time on set, working with top directors  
making great content. This was his film school, sparking the desire  
to channel his storytelling skills into screenwriting. 

				          David has co-written many screenplays 
 				          with Bryan. He’s also a published  
author of  children’s books, a novel and an animated cartoon which is still 
in development. He has over 20 years of  award winning advertising under 
his belt as an Art Director working on many of  the same billion-dollar 
clients as Bryan. Currently David and Bryan are wrapping up a novel, 
developing a podcast and are adapting their first optioned novel for TV.

  Bryan Pudder
    Writer

  David Walker
    Writer



FOR YOUR INTEREST.

Darla Marasco

310-628-2782

darla@marasco-media.com

Joanne Rubino

818-635-1090

joanne@bebravemedia.com

Thank 
   You


